
Prayer Leaders  Assignments 

Sunday, June 19, 2022  Sunday, June 26, 2022 

Bible Study: Jeff  Reading: Dave 

Worship: Mark  Announcements: Travis 

Evening: Roger  Table: Mark 

Wednesday, June 22, 2022  Serve: Dave 

Jim   Steve 

   Travis 

Clean Building   Roger 

Donna G  Wednesday, June 29, 2022 

Prepare Communion  Invitation: Mike 

Julzy    

  Anniversaries 

Upcoming Reminders   

Wednesday (22nd) adult class:  

Ephesians 5:29ff  Birthdays 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday (26th) adult class:  

Add To Your Faith  

  

June 19, 2022  Excuses for Not Obeying God 
By Michael Hickox 

Olney  
Church of  
Christ 
 

220 North Van Street 
P.O. Box 683 
Olney, IL 62450 
217-218-0803 
www.olneychurchofchrist.org 
 

 In Matthew 7:21, Jesus said “Not 

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven.” 

Jesus taught that those who obey God 

will enter heaven, while those who do 

not obey Him will spend eternity in hell. 

Many choose the second option by 

“excusing” themselves from obeying 

God. Consider seven specific excuses 

Satan may tempt us to make, and what 

the Bible teaches in response to these. 

“I’m Already A Good Person” - Some 

fail to see their need for obedience 

because they live a “good life” and thus 

do not think they need what God offers. 

Yet, God teaches that if we have 

sinned against Him even once (which 

we all have - Rom. 3:23), then we face 

eternal condemnation (Rom. 6:23), 

unless we submit to God. 

“God Will Forgive Me Regardless” - 

Some acknowledge their sin, but do not 

obey God, thinking “everybody sins, so 

God will forgive me just like everyone.” 

This misses what God teaches about 

repentance. In Acts 3, the apostle Peter 

spoke to Jews who had rejected Jesus 

(verses 14-15). He indicated they had 

sinned, but commanded “Repent 

therefore, and turn again, that your 

sins may be blotted out…” (verse 19). 

Services  

Sunday  

Bible Study              9:30 am 
A.M. Worship           10:20 am 
P.M. Worship            2:00 pm 

 

Wednesday  

Bible Class              7:00 pm 

 
Elders: Mike Gerber, Travis Hall 
Deacons: John Frost, Dave Goff, 
Roger Sholders 
 
 

Visitors are welcome 
We offer Bible classes for all ages 
We also offer in-home Bible studies 
 

We have Bible lessons on the radio   
(92.9 FM) Sundays from 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

 

http://www.olneychurchofchrist.org/


Excuses for Not Obeying God 
(Continued) 

While it is true that all have sinned, it is 

not true that all are living in unrepentant 

sin. God commands repentance. 

“I Could Never Be Good Enough” - Some 

may think they could never be good 

enough to be forgiven by God. 

Notice that Paul said in 1 Timothy 1:15 

“that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

Paul zealously opposed Christ before his 

conversion, yet God was willing to forgive 

Paul when he submitted to the Lord’s 

terms for forgiveness. God is willing to 

forgive any who obey Him. 

“Many Christians Are Hypocrites” - Some 

may excuse themselves because of the 

hypocrisy of some Christians. 

Hypocrisy is a problem, but someone 

else’s evil does not excuse us from 

obeying God. In 2 Corinthians 5:10, the 

Holy Spirit through Paul said that each one 

will be judged by Christ according to what 

he (or she) has done. Someone else’s 

hypocrisy does not change our 

responsibilities. God does not ask us to 

follow the hypocrite, but to follow Him. 

“I Don’t Want to Make the Sacrifices” - 

Jesus taught that being His disciple is no 

light task (Matt. 16:24). Some don’t want 

to commit to the “cost of discipleship.” 

Consider, though, what temporary 

hardships are not worth spending eternity 

in heaven rather than hell? Furthermore, 

 

 

when we consider that Christ gave His 

life for us, is it too much for Him to ask 

us to give our lives to Him? 

“I Like Fitting In” - Living as a Christian 

involves being different from the world 

(Rom. 12:2). We may be tempted to 

excuse ourselves from obedience for 

fear of not fitting in with those around us. 

Notice though that Jesus said in 

Matthew 7:13-14 that “many” are taking 

the path that “leads to destruction,” 

while “few” are taking the path that 

“leads to life.” Would we rather be with 

the “many” headed for eternal torment, 

or with the “few” headed for eternal 

comfort? Would we rather be with the 

“many” who are opposed to God, or with 

the “few” who are on the Lord’s side? 

“I Am Not Ready Yet” - Some may 

understand each of the points made 

thus far, and conclude “I know I need to 

obey God, but I’m just not ready yet.” 

Consider the danger of this. 

2 Peter 3:10 teaches that the Day of 

Judgment “will come as a thief in the 

night.” God is not going to tell us the 

specific day and time when Christ will 

return. He could come at any time, and 

we must be ready (Matt. 25:13). 

These excuses are among those we 

might be tempted to make for failing to 

obey God. May we not look for excuses, 

but simply obey the Lord. 

Area Gospel Meetings 

 

Walnut Chapel Church of Christ: 
June 19 – 24 (with Keith Sharp) 
Sun: 9:30, 6:00; Mon-Fri: 7:00 PM 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

God’s Plan for Saving Man 

 

God’s Grace                      Ephesians 2:8 

Christ’s Blood                           Romans 5:9 

The Holy Spirit’s Gospel         Romans 1:16 

Sinner’s Faith                           Acts 16:31 

Sinner’s Repentance                   Luke 13:3 

Sinner’s Confession                        Romans 10:10 

Sinner’s Baptism                          1 Peter 3:21 

Christian’s Work                                            James 2:24 

Christian’s Hope                                Romans 8:24 

Christian’s Endurance            Revelation 2:10 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Words to Consider 
 

“Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the 

word of the Lord may spread rapidly 

and be glorified, even as also with you, 

and that we may be delivered from 

unreasonable and evil men; for not all 

have faith. But the Lord is faithful, who 

will establish you and guard you from 

the evil one.” – 2 Thes. 3:1-3 (WEB) 

 
 
 

Prayer List 

 

Holly G 

Jerry & Sandy S 

Cheryl S 

Norma C 

Raymond B 

Robert C 

Doans’ Grandson, Wilson 

Devin D (Cancer) 

Vicki S (Cancer) 

Susan F (Cancer) 

Christie’s Brother, Jerry (Lung Cancer) 

Berlyn Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Bible Reading 

 

June 19 – Nehemiah 12-13; Acts 4:23-37 

June 20 – Esther 1-2; Acts 5:1-21 

June 21 – Esther 3-5; Acts 5:22-42 

June 22 – Esther 6-8; Acts 6 

June 23 – Esther 9-10; Acts 7:1-21 

June 24 – Job 1-2; Acts 7:22-43 

June 25 – Job 3-4; Acts 7:44-60 

 

“Now, brothers, I entrust you to God 

and to the word of his grace, which is 

able to build up, and to give you the 

inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified.” – Acts 20:32 (WEB) 
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