January 9, 2022

Olney
Church of
Christ

220 North Van Street

P.O. Box 683

Olney, IL 62450
217-218-0803
www.olneychurchofchrist.org

Services

Sunday

Bible Study 9:30 am
A.M. Worship 10:20 am
P.M. Worship 2:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Class 7:00 pm

Elders: Mike Gerber, Travis Hall
Deacons: John Frost, Dave Goff,
Roger Sholders

Visitors are welcome
We offer Bible classes for all ages
We also offer in-home Bible studies

We have Bible lessons on the radio
(92.9 FM) Sundays from 8:00-8:30 a.m.

Influencing Others Like Christ
By Michael Hickox

The most influential person to ever
walk this earth is Jesus Christ.

Jesus has affected the lives of
scores of people over thousands of
years. He continues to have as large
an impact today, nearly 2,000 years
after He left this earth, as ever.

The Bible only speaks about a
portion of the amazing things Jesus did
(John 21:25), but it provides enough
to demonstrate why He was so
influential, and why His influence was
for good.

Some of what makes Jesus such a
wonderful influence is unique to Him
as Deity and as the Savior of the
world, but much of what made Him so
influential as He walked the earth is
helpful to us as we seek to lead others
to salvation. For instance...

Jesus’ Doctrine is Divine: Jesus’
manner of teaching was far different
from the religious leaders of His day.
Much of this is due to the fact that He
has authority to establish doctrine (cf.
Matt. 7:28-29; 17:5).

It is also evident, though, that the
content of what Jesus taught had (and
still has) powerful positive effects in the
lives of those with good and honest
hearts. The doctrine He taught was not
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worldly wisdom, but wisdom from above.

Such wisdom is revealed to us today
through His written Word. The truth has
as much power today as it ever has.
God’s Word is the seed that builds faith
(Rom. 10:17), and yields good fruit when
it is received rightly (Matt. 13:23). Just as
Jesus helped others greatly by sharing
divine truth, so too can we.

Jesus “Practiced What He Preached”:
Jesus not only taught the way, but He
also showed the way. After He washed
His disciples’ feet in John 13, Jesus said
“For | have given you an example, that
you also should do as | have done to
you” (verse 15). Washing His disciples’
feet showed meekness, humility, and
selflessness. He taught (with words) the
importance of these principles frequently.
John 13 exemplifies, though, that Jesus
also taught through His example.

This is true in general of Jesus’ life on
earth. No one could (reasonably) accuse
Jesus of being a hypocrite. His conduct
perfectly matched the doctrine He
promoted (1 Pet. 2:21).

One of the greatest hindrances to
leading others to salvation is the
hypocrisy of some who, unlike Jesus,
don’t practice what they preach. People
who “say, and do not” (Matt. 23:3) are

harmful to seed that is sown among
non-believers.

We can’t control the actions of all
who claim to be Christians, but we
must control our own actions to ensure
that we are truly exemplifying holiness,
like Jesus did (cf. 1 Cor. 11:1).

Jesus Cared Deeply for Others: One
of the best things Jesus exemplified is
how to love others (John 13:34). He
showed His deep concern for mankind
not only by giving His life on the cross,
but also through the way He treated
others throughout His time on earth.
Jesus showed care and compassion
(cf. Matt. 14:14; 15:32; 20:34), as He
went about constantly doing good for
others (cf. Acts 10:38).

We must imitate the selfless concern
Jesus had for others (Phil. 2:4-5). We
must hate sin, but love sinners,
speaking the truth in love (Eph. 4:15).
Such love tends to have a powerful,
positive impact on others, as the
Master exemplified.

Like Jesus, we can lead others to
truth and help save souls from death.
May we share the powerful doctrine
He’s given, teach His will through our
lives, and love like Jesus. We never
know who we might help lead to Him.




Area Gospel Meetings

Hazel Dell Church of Christ:
Jan. 28-30 (with Jason Hosfield)
Fri-Sat: 7:00; Sun: 9:00, 10:00, 5:00
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God’s Plan for Saving Man

God'’s Grace Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit's Gospel  Romans 1:16
Sinner’s Faith Acts 16:31
Sinner’s Repentance Luke 13:3
Sinner’s Confession Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian’s Work James 2:24
Christian’s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance Revelation 2:10
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Words to Consider

“he stores up sound wisdom for the
upright; he is a shield to those
who walk in integrity, guarding the
paths of justice and watching over
the way of his saints.”
— Proverbs 2:7-8 (ESV)

Prayer List

Holly G

Jerry & Sandy S

Cheryl S

Norma C

Raymond B

Barbara G (Cancer)
Robert C

Sharon G (Cancer)
Doans’ Grandson, Wilson
Carlyle B

Ken & Christine F

Devin D (Cancer)

Vicki S (Cancer)
Christie’s sister-in-law, Diane

Daily Bible Reading

January 9 — Genesis 23-24; Matt. 7

January 10 — Genesis 25-26; Matt. 8:1-17
January 11 — Genesis 27-28; Matt. 8:18-34
January 12 — Genesis 29-30; Matt. 9:1-17
January 13 — Genesis 31-32; Matt. 9:18-38
January 14 — Genesis 33-35; Matt. 10:1-20
January 15 — Genesis 36-38; Matt. 10:21-42

“For the LORD gives wisdom; from
his mouth come knowledge and
understanding;” — Prov. 2:6 (ESV)



Prayer Leaders

Sunday, January 9, 2022

Bible Study: Steve
Worship: Darrell
Evening: Michael

Wednesday, January 12, 2022

Dan H

Clean Building

Patty

Prepare Communion

Patty

Assignments

Sunday, January 16, 2022

Reading: DanH
Announcements: Travis
Table: Mike
Serve: Mark
Jeff
Steve
John

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

Invitation: Jeff

Upcoming Reminders

Wednesday adult class:
Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God

Lesson 13 (Self-control)

Anniversaries

Birthdays

January 9 — Douglas
January 10 — Cynde
January 15 — Mike
January 17 — Raymond




