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Olney
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Christ

220 North Van Street

P.O. Box 683

Olney, IL 62450
217-218-0803
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Services

Sunday

Bible Study 9:30 am
A.M. Worship 10:20 am
P.M. Worship 2:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Class 7:00 pm

Elders: Mike Gerber, Travis Hall
Deacons: John Frost, Dave Goff,
Roger Sholders

Visitors are welcome
We offer Bible classes for all ages
We also offer in-home Bible studies

We have Bible lessons on the radio
(92.9 FM) Sundays from 8:00-8:30 a.m.

Context and Full Picture
By Michael Hickox

As we study God’s will for us, we must
look at both the context and full picture
of things He says. Looking only at “bits
and pieces” of a biblical subject often
leaves an incomplete and distorted view
of His will.

For example, Jesus commanded
“Judge not, that ye be not judged” in
Matthew 7:1. Stopping there leads
some to believe that judging others is
sinful. Yet, when one looks at the
context and full picture of what Jesus
teaches about judging, it is clear that He
has something else in mind.

The context of Matthew 7 shows that
Jesus is warning against hypocritical
judging. Notice verse 5. Thou
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou
see clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother’s eye.

The full picture of Jesus’ teaching
about judging shows that not only is it
not forbidden, but it is actually required
in certain situations. Jesus does not
forbid judging others, but He forbids
unrighteous  judging.  Notice, for
instance, John 7:24: Judge not
according to the appearance, but
judge righteous judgment.

Consider another subject, from
Ephesians 2:8-9. There the Spirit says,
“For by grace are ye saved through
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faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.”

These two verses are often (ab)used to
promote “faith only” doctrine and deny that
God requires works of obedience, such as
baptism, for one to be saved.

Yet, what the context of the verse really
stresses is that no keeping of the Law
(“Old” or “New”) makes one deserving of
salvation, because no one (besides Jesus)
has kept the Law perfectly. This is not the
same as saying that God does not require
works in order to receive forgiveness.

If we want to know if “faith only” saves,
we must look at the full picture of what God
teaches about how to receive salvation.
Notice, for instance, James 2:14-26.
There, the Holy Spirit states “Even so
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone” (verse 17). He asks “But wilt thou
know, O vain man, that faith without
works is dead?” (verse 20). He further
states “Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith only”
(verse 24).

Verse 24 makes clear that to be justified
(i.e., to stand before God un-condemned),
one must “work” the good works God
requires.

If one is not justified, he or she still
stands condemned before God, and thus is
not saved. The full picture of God’s Word

shows that good works are essential for
one to receive salvation (also see
Philippians 2:12 & Hebrews 5:9).

The point is that to understand God’s
will concerning faith and works, or any
biblical subject for that matter, we must
look at all that the Bible says on the
subject. Moreover, we must not remove
a verse, sentence, or phrase from its
context and twist it in a way that goes
against what is taught in context.

These principles demonstrate the
diligence needed in studying God’s
Word. It's much easier to read just a few
words on a biblical subject than it is to
study the full context of multiple
passages that deal with the subject.

These principles also show the need
for honesty when studying God’s Word.
For instance, if one has his or her mind
made up that judging others is sinful
(before diligently studying what the Bible
says about the subject), there will likely
be a temptation to take Matthew 7:1
and “run with it” in whatever direction the
person desires.

If, on the other hand, we study God’s
Word with a sincere desire to know the
truth (whether it agrees with what we
currently believe or not), then greater
care is likely to be taken to study a given
biblical subject with the diligence God’s
Word deserves.



Area Gospel Meetings

Casey Westside church of Christ:
November 14-17 (with Keith Stonehart)
Sun: 10:30, 6:00; Mon-Wed: 7:00
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God’s Plan for Saving Man

God'’s Grace Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit's Gospel  Romans 1:16
Sinner’s Faith Acts 16:31
Sinner’s Repentance Luke 13:3
Sinner's Confession Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian’s Work James 2:24
Christian’s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance Revelation 2:10
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Words to Consider

“Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. Contribute to the
needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.” — Romans 12:11-13 (ESV)

Prayer List

Holly G

Sandy S

Cheryl S

Norma C

Raymond & Maxine
Barbara G (Cancer)

Robert C

Don C (Esophageal Cancer)
Ken G (Pancreatic Cancer)
Sharon G (Cancer)

Doans’ Grandson, Wilson (Autoimmune Dis.)
Carlyle B (Heart Issues)
Ken & Christine F

Devin D (Cancer)

Daily Bible Reading

November 7 — Jeremiah 40-42; Hebrews 4
November 8 — Jeremiah 43-45; Hebrews 5
November 9 — Jeremiah 46-47; Hebrews 6
November 10 — Jeremiah 48-49; Hebrews 7
November 11 — Jeremiah 50; Hebrews 8
November 12 — Jeremiah 51-52; Hebrews 9
November 13 — Lam. 1-2; Hebrews 10:1-18

“As a deer pants for flowing
streams, so pants my soul for you,
O God.” - Psalm 42:1 (ESV)



Prayer Leaders

Sunday, November 7, 2021

Bible Study: Larry
Worship: Dan D
Evening: John

Wednesday, November 10, 2021

Darrell

Clean Building

Halls

Prepare Communion

Halls

Assignments

Sunday, November 14, 2021

Reading: Steve
Announcements: Travis
Table: Mike
Serve: Dan D
Dan H
Roger
Jeff

Wednesday, November 17, 2021

Invitation: Larry

Upcoming Reminders

Wednesday adult class:
Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God

Lesson 7 (Ingratitude) &
Lesson 8 (Bitterness)

Anniversaries

November 20 — Mike & Rowena

Birthdays

November 13 — Misty
November 20 — Patsy
November 21 — Tretyn
November 25 — Mason
November 27 — Roger




