September 8, 2019

Olney
Church of
Christ

220 North Van Street

P.O. Box 683

Olney, IL 62450
217-218-0803
www.olneychurchofchrist.org

Services

Sunday

Bible Study 9:30 am
A.M. Worship 10:20 am
P.M. Worship 2:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Class 7:00 pm

Elders: Mike Gerber, Travis Hall
Deacons: John Frost, Dave Goff,
Roger Sholders

Visitors are welcome
We offer Bible classes for all ages
We also offer in-home Bible studies

We have Bible lessons on the radio
(92.9 FM) Sundays from 8:00-8:30 a.m.

Is Baptism Necessary
for Salvation?

Significant differences exist in the
religious world concerning baptism’s role in
salvation. Some claiming to follow Christ
do not consider water baptism necessary
for salvation, while others do. Both sides
cannot be right. God’'s Word must be
examined to determine the truth.

If we search the scriptures for the words
“‘baptize(d)” and “baptism” (i.e. “immerse”
or “‘immersion” - see Acts 8:38-39), we
find the following commands and
examples taught about water baptism:

Jesus’ “Great Commission”: Matt. 28:19:
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: and Mark 16:16: He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned.

Peter's words when asked by sinners
what to do: Acts 2:38: Then Peter said
unto them, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The penitent believers’ response to this:
Acts 2:4l1a: Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized:

Believers’ response to Philip teaching
the Gospel: Acts 8:12: But when they
believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women.
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Is Baptism Necessary for Salvation?
(Continued)

The eunuch’s response to hearing Jesus
preached: Acts 8:36: And as they went
on their way, they came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?”

Example of the Corinthians: Acts 18:8:
And Crispus, the chief ruler of the
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all
his house; and many of the Corinthians
hearing believed, and were baptized.

Ananias to Paul: Acts 22:16: And now
why tarriest thou? Arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.

The apostle Paul to the Romans:
Romans 6:3-4: Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into His death?
Therefore we are buried with Him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.

The apostle Paul to the churches in
Galatia: Galatians 3:27: For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.

The apostle Peter: 1 Peter 3:21: The
like figure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

These passages only scratch the surface
of biblical evidence that baptism is
necessary for salvation. God is not
ambiguous on the topic.

Many objections to God’s teaching on

baptism result from a misuse of His
statement “by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of

yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast”
(Eph. 2:8-9).

These verses teach that we do not earn
or deserve salvation. Salvation is a gift of
God (cf. Rom. 6:23) given to those who
walk by faith. What the verses do NOT say
is that (1) God cannot require works from
us to receive salvation (cf. Phil. 2:12), or
(2) man is saved by faith only.

To know what God thinks of “faith only,”
we can turn to James 2:24: Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only. We are saved by
grace through faith, but we are NOT saved
by faith only or faith alone, just as we are
not saved by baptism alone.

If we look at the “complete picture” of
God’s Word, we will see that God’s grace
and our faith in Christ are among things
essential for salvation, as is baptism.

Baptism is how we can get into Christ
(Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27), and is necessary
for remission of sins (Acts 2:38).

-Michael Hickox



God’s Plan for Saving Man

God’s Grace Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit's Gospel = Romans 1:16
Sinner’s Faith Acts 16:31
Sinner’s Repentance Luke 13:3
Sinner’s Confession Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian’s Work James 2:24
Christian’s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance Revelation 2:10
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Words to Consider

“l will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the LORD, which made
heaven and earth.” — Psalm 121:1-2

“0O give thanks unto the LORD; for He
is good: for His mercy endureth for
ever.” — Psalm 136:1

“I will give thanks to you, for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Your
works are wonderful. My soul knows
that very well.” — Psalm 139:14

Prayer List

Holly G

Sandy S

Betty P

Mabel H

Cheryl S

Norma C

Dody G

Joe B

Allen S (Cancer)
Raymond & Maxine
Randy S (Strokes)
Mike & Family

Ken & Chris F
Larry S

Brandon O’s Grandmother (Lung Cancer)

Daily Bible Reading

Sep. 8 — Psalms 140-142; 1 Cor. 14:1-20
Sep. 9 — Psalms 143-145; 1 Cor. 14:21-40
Sep. 10 — Psalms 146-147; 1 Cor. 15:1-28
Sep. 11 — Psalms 148-150; 1 Cor. 15:29-58
Sep. 12 — Proverbs 1-2; 1 Cor. 16

Sep. 13 — Proverbs 3-5; 2 Cor. 1

Sep. 14 — Proverbs 6-7; 2 Cor. 2

“With my whole heart, | have sought
you. Don’t let me wander from your
commandments. | have hidden your
Word in my heart, that | might not sin
against you.” — Psalm 119:10-11



Prayer Leaders

Sunday, September 8, 2019

Bible Study: Darrell
Worship: Larry
Evening: Dan H

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Steve

Cleaning Building

Misty

Prepare Communion

Donna

Assignments

Sunday, September 15, 2019

Reading: Mike
Announcements: Travis
Table: Darrell
Serve: Harold
Roger
John
Jim

Wednesday, September 18, 2019

Invitation: Mike

Upcoming Reminders

Sep. 28: Ladies’ Bible Class @ 9:30 a.m.

Study: Naomi’s Advice (Ruth 3:1-7)

Anniversaries

October 6 — Travis & Jessica
October 11 — Mike & Paula

Birthdays

September 20 — Michael
September 24 — Maxwell
October 2 — Carlyle
October 4 — Norma




