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Simply Christians
by Michael Hickox

Acts 11:26: And when [Barnabas]
had found [Saul], he brought him unto
Antioch. And it came to pass, that a
whole year they assembled
themselves with the church, and
taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch.

After His resurrection, Jesus told “the
eleven disciples” to “teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded
you’ (Matt. 28:16,19-20).

The apostles carried out this mission in
the book of Acts. They did not teach
people to follow man-made traditions or
doctrines, but taught Jesus’ commands.

Barnabas and Saul (Paul), taught this
message to people in Antioch, and in
Acts 11:26, God deemed it appropriate
to give those who heeded His commands
the title of Christians. From that time on,
God has referred to those in Christ as
Christians (cf. 1 Pet. 4:16).

In the New Testament, the qualification
for being a Christian is not following
man’s checklist of rules, but rather
following the Word of Christ (Col. 3:16).
The apostles did at times encourage
people to be followers of themselves, but
only insomuch as they followed Jesus (cf.
1 Cor. 11:1: 1 Thess. 1:6).



Simply Christians

(Continued)

When Paul was tried before King
Agrippa, Paul did not attempt to persuade
Agrippa to believe his own opinions and
ideas. Rather, Agrippa told him, “Almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian’
(Acts 26:28).

To those who claimed to be of Paul, he
asked, “Was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul?’
(1 Cor. 1:13b).

Following men leads to many different
ideas about right and wrong (1 Cor.
1:11-12). It is only when we obey Christ
that we become united in the Gospel (cf.
Gal. 3:26-28; Phil. 2:1-2).

Consider the application of this principle
today. What would God say of the
thousands of “denominations” and "sects”
that exist? “Is Christ divided?’ (1 Cor.
1:13a).

What would God say of the “creeds”
that have been penned by men as
guidelines for how to please Him? Has
God not given us “all things that pertain
unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3)? Is
His Scripture not “profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)?

God did not call those meeting at

Antioch “Paulians.” The group didn'’t
follow “Barnabas’ Official Creed.” Such
would seem odd, yet this is similar to
what many do today.

The Bible is full of examples of men
who thought their ideas and opinions
ought to be followed instead of God’s.
This was shown to be foolishness.
Indeed, “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12; cf.
Prov. 16:25).

There are some individuals though who
do not bear the name of a man-made
group, but simply bear the name
“Christian.” There are some individuals
who do not follow doctrines or creeds
from the minds of individuals, but simply
aim to follow Christ’s Word.

This is the pattern the Holy Spirit
through inspired men taught in the New
Testament.

The Christians at Antioch were simply a
local group of followers of Christ, who
made decisions independent of other
local churches, with Christ's Word at the
head of those decisions.

They had little of the things that people
consider “impressive” in churches today,
yet they were called Christians by God.

May we follow this example and in so
doing please our Lord.



Area Gospel Meetings

Elm Grove Church of Christ:
April 29 - May 4 (with Mike Davis)

*Our Gospel meeting will be April 22-27
with Andrew Roberts*
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God'’s Plan for Saving Man

God’s Grace Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit’'s Gospel Romans 1:16
Sinner’s Faith Acts 16:31
Sinner’s Repentance Luke 13:3
Sinner's Confession Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian’s Work James 2:24
Christian’s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance Revelation 2:10
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Words to Consider

“By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt:
for he had respect unto the recompence
of the reward.”-Heb. 11:24-26

Prayer List

Holly

Barb

Hickox’s Granddaughter, Lyla (Leukemia)
Harold (Prostate Cancer)

John & Linda (Heart Disease)

Sandy (Foot Injury)

Betty

Mabel

Norma’s Grandson, Ryan (Head Injury)
Snyder’s Niece, Tessa (Serving in Jordan)
Mike H (Prostate Cancer)

Cheryl (Breast Cancer)

June’s Sister, Nancy (Heart Irregularity)
Norma (Injuries from fall)

June & Family

Jerry G (Throat Cancer)

Mattie (Leukemia)

Daily Bible Reading

April 15 — 1 Samuel 13-14; Luke 10:1-24
April 16 — 1 Samuel 15-16; Luke 10:25-42
April 17 — 1 Samuel 17-18; Luke 11:1-28
April 18 — 1 Samuel 19-21; Luke 11:29-54
April 19 — 1 Samuel 22-24; Luke 12:1-31
April 20 — 1 Samuel 25-26; Luke 12:32-59
April 21 — 1 Samuel 27-29; Luke 13:1-22

“Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him to a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock:” —Matt. 7:24



Prayer Leaders

Sunday, April 15, 2018

Bible Study: Carlyle
Worship: Steve
Evening: Mike

Wednesday, April 18, 2018

Michael

Cleaning Building

Julzy

Prepare Communion

Julzy

Assignments

Sunday, April 22, 2018

Reading: Larry
Announcements: Dan D
Table: Don
Serve: Carlyle
John
Dave
Jim

Wednesday, April 25, 2018

Invitation:

Upcoming Reminders

April 22-27: Gospel Meeting
with Andrew Roberts

April 28: Ladies’ Bible Class @ 9:30 a.m.

June 9: Vacation Bible School

Anniversaries

Birthdays

April 25 — Jessica
April 29 — Emily
April 29 — Jerry S




