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“Count Your
Blessings”

The hymn and phrase “Count Your
Blessings” encourages one to have an
attitude of gratitude, especially through
trials. When Christians count our blessings,
we realize that (1) they are innumerable,
and (2) the problems we face are not
worthy to be compared with our blessings.

The word most often used for “blessed”
in the New Testament means “fortunate,
well off’ (see Strong G3107). Jesus says
this describes the “poor in spirit” those
who “mourn,” the “meek,” those who
‘hunger and thirst after righteousness,”
the “merciful,” the “pure in heart” the
‘peacemakers,” and those “persecuted
for righteousness’ sake” (Matt. 5:3-10).
This shows that blessedness in God’s eyes
is contingent on choosing to obey Him.

Those who choose to please God are
blessed “with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ’ (Ephesians
1:3). These blessings are made possible
through God sending His Son to be
“‘wounded for our transgressions” and
“bruised for our iniquities” (Isaiah 53:5).

Jesus’ sacrifice makes it possible for us
to be God’s children (Ephesians 1:5),
receiving His care through prayer and
providence (1 Peter 3:12; 1 Peter 5:7).

God has also given us His Word, which
contains “all things that pertain unto life
and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3) and allows
us to be “thoroughly furnished unto all
good works” (2 Timothy 3:17).



“Count Your Blessings”
(Continued)

While these things touch on what God
has done for each of us individually,
consider also the gratitude we can have for
what God has done for and through others:

Paul wrote to the saints at Rome, ‘I
thank my God through Jesus Christ for
you all’ (Romans 1:8). He told the
Corinthians, “I thank my God always on
your behalf’ (1 Corinthians 1:4). To the
saints at Ephesus, Paul said, “[I] cease not
to give thanks for you’ (Ephesians 1:16).
He told the Philippians, “I thank my God
upon every remembrance of you’
(Philippians 1:3). To the Colossians, he
said, “We give thanks to God and the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you” (Colossians 1:3). To the
Thessalonians, he said, “We give thanks
to God always for you alll (1
Thessalonians 1:2).

When we consider what God has done
for us and others who obey, it makes it
difficult not to proclaim, “O give thanks
unto the Lord, for He is good: for His
mercy endureth for ever’ (Psalm 107:1).
Earthly problems pale in comparison to the
“‘unspeakable gift[s]’ God offers
(2 Corinthians 9:15; cf. Romans 8:18).

This doesn’t mean God’s children should
never be sorrowful over things of this life
(cf. John 11:35). There are times when it is
appropriate to mourn (Romans 12:15), and
it is OK to acknowledge circumstances that
are not ideal.

Yet, our general state should be one of
gratitude, and not anxiety (Philippians
4:4-6). Our affection should be focused on
things above and not on things on this
earth (Colossians 3:2). Our treasures
should lie in heaven, and not earth
(Matthew 6:19-20). Our priorities should
lead us to remember God’s greatness and
grace regardless of earthly circumstances.

Luke 17 contains an account of ten
lepers who were cleansed of their leprosy.
One of the ten, “when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, and with a loud
voice glorified God. And fell down on
his face at [Jesus’] feet, giving Him
thanks” (verses 15-16). Jesus commended
this one grateful man, but questioned what
came of the other nine (verses 17-19).

Like those nine, Christians sometimes
forget that we have been cleansed. We can
focus on temporal troubles more than the
graciousness of God. This can lead to lives
filled with more worry than joy or gratitude.

When we fail to have contentment and
gratitude, we must ask where our priorities
are. If we count our blessings (and weigh
them), it is apparent that even though life
doesn’t always go our way, nothing we
face can compare with the blessings God
offers.

Thanks be to God for all
unspeakable gifts.

of His

-Michael Hickox



God’s Plan for Saving Man

God’s Grace Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit's Gospel Romans 1:16
Sinner’s Faith Acts 16:31
Sinner's Repentance Luke 13:3
Sinner’s Confession Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21
Christian’s Work James 2:24
Christian’s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian’s Endurance  Revelation 2:10

+++++++++

Steps to Salvation

Hear — Matt. 17:5; Heb 1:2; John 6:45
Believe — Heb. 11:6; John 8:24, 20:31
Repent — Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30
Confess — Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10
Be Baptized — Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38
Be Faithful — Matt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10
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Words to Consider

“Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to
be of an humble spirit with the lowly,
than to divide the spoil with the proud.”
—Proverbs 16:18-19

Prayer List

Holly

Barb

Hickox’s Granddaughter, Lyla (Leukemia)
Harold (Prostate Cancer)

John & Linda (Heart Disease)

Sandy (Foot Injury)

Betty

Mabel

Norma’s Grandson, Ryan (Head Injury)
Snyder’s Niece, Tessa (Serving in Jordan)
Mike (Prostate Cancer)

Cheryl (Breast Cancer)

June’s Sister, Nancy (Heart Irregularity)
Norma (Injuries from fall)

June & Family

Jerry (Throat Cancer)

Daily Bible Reading

Feb 25 — Leviticus 25; Mark 1:23-45
Feb 26 — Leviticus 26-27; Mark 2
Feb 27 — Numbers 1-2; Mark 3:1-19
Feb 28 — Numbers 3-4; Mark 3:20-35
Mar 1 — Numbers 5-6; Mark 4:1-20
Mar 2 — Numbers 7-8; Mark 4:21-41
Mar 3 — Numbers 9-11; Mark 5:1-20

“These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.” —Acts 17:11

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom...” —Colossians 3:16



Prayer Leaders

Sunday, February 25, 2018

Bible Study: Larry
Worship: Don
Evening: Jim

Wednesday, February 28, 2018

Joe

Assignments

Sunday, March 4, 2018

Reading: Darrell
Announcements: Steve
Table: Dan H
Serve: Carlyle
Mason

Roger

Mark

Wednesday, March 7, 2018

Invitation: Dave

Clean Building / Prepare Communion

Donna

Preaching

Michael Hickox

Gospel Meetings in the Area

Casey Westside: Mar. 11-16 (Tommy Peeler)
Mattoon Southside: Mar. 12-18 (Chuck Bartlett)
Walnut Chapel: Mar. 18-23 (L.A. Stauffer)
Hazel Dell: Mar. 25-30 (Ron Griffin)

Anniversaries

Mar 22 — Raymond and Maxine
Mar 28 — John and Cynde

Birthdays

Feb 28 — Donna
Feb 28 — Sandy
Mar 1 — Stacey

Mar 12 — Ron
Mar 13 — Harold
Mar 15 — Anna




